
Guidance for Interpreters and Educators: 
Copyright Considerations When Developing Digital Content 

When you engage the public, including through the creation of digital/video 
content, you must consider the implications of U.S. copyright law. This means when 
choosing music for videos, reading books live, or selecting great photos, you must pay 
attention to who owns it and get permission. This also supports artists, authors, and 
photographers to ensure they get paid for their art. 

The Law: 
You may not create or distribute content that contains copyrighted works when you do not 
have written permission from the copyright owner. For more on the intricacies of copyright 
law, see: https://www.copyright.gov/title17/ 

What You Can Do: 
You may request written permission from the copyright owner before using a copyrighted 
work. In cases where your park has easier access to a copyright holder, such as cooperating 
associations or local authors, you should directly obtain written permission from the 
copyright holder before using the copyrighted work.  You may also make use of public 
domain content, including from online sources such as those listed in the following links 
and more: https://ebookfriendly.com/free-public-domain-books-sources/ for books 
and https://www.pdinfo.com/ for music. The use of public domain content does not require 
permission or fees. 

Common Myth: 
While many people believe that the NPS’s nonprofit, educational, and noncommercial use 
of copyrighted works means copyright laws never apply, this is NOT true. It is particularly 
important to remember this online, where your content represents larger organizations, 
including your Park, the NPS, and the Federal government. 
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