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Creating Lesson Plan Assets for the NPS 
Educators Portal Printable Resource 

A Note about this Resource 

This resource is a printable format of the Creating Lesson Plan Assets for the NPS Educators 

Portal resource on the Common Learning Portal. With the exception of the table of contents, all 

hyperlinks within this resource link to an internet resource. 
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Creating Lesson Plan Assets for NPS Educators Portal 

 

Creating Lesson Plans for NPS Educators Portal 

An effective lesson plan is comprised of many important components, from introducing the 

lesson and writing clear objectives to synthesizing and concluding the lesson. There are also 

many general questions to consider: how does park content relate to state standards? Is the 

lesson student-centered? What behavioral objectives will be included and do the objectives 

describe the learning outcome in a realistic manner? How much background information is 

needed to prepare teachers? 

 

What You Will Learn 

You will learn to: 

● Identify the essential components of a lesson plan 

● Examine and compare good lesson plans 

● Explore how to make your lesson plans place-based specifically for your park 

 

How to Use this Resource 

● Review the following sections 

● Review and use the Additional Resources 

● Leave a review 

 

This resource was created by NPS educators and classroom teachers to assist interpreters and 

educators who add lesson plan assets to the NPS Educators Portal. This resource will help you 

design your curriculum-based materials and activities that will be posted on the NPS Educators 

Portal as a lesson plan. A thoughtful plan on how to best analyze, develop, and evaluate this 

content is essential. Additionally, it is a good practice to develop lesson plans with local 

teachers. 

 

  

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
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Lesson Plan Components: 

● Accessibility and 508 Compliance 

● Essential Questions 

● Objectives 

● Background 

● Vocabulary 

● Activities and Other Details 

● Assessments 

 

Focusing Lesson Plans on Place 

The NPS Educators Portal is a resource for teachers to find lesson plans about your park. The 

content and activities should highlight your park and address cross-curricular concepts and 

standards. When developing your lesson plan, it is very important to think about what makes 

this lesson different from the everyday, run of the mill lesson that is about a general concept and 

not connected to a real-world place, event, person, etc. Lesson plans should provide 

opportunities for teachers and students to explore curricular concepts through the context of the 

park. 

 

Making it relevant to teachers’ and students’ lives also creates an important connection. Check 

out this Common Learning Portal resource about Relevance in Education. 

 

Consider your site’s themes and educational goals. What sets your site or story apart from 

others? How does your story relate to students and their community? Share your thoughts on 

the Common Learning Portal. 

 

To learn more about making your lesson plans place-based, consult the following resources: 

● A list of Place-Based Learning activities by Edutopia 

● “Place-Based Education Turns Towns Into Classrooms” by Education World 

● “What is Placed-Based Education” by Promise of Place 

 

  

https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-accessibility-and-508-compliance/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-accessibility-and-508-compliance/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-essential-questions/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-essential-questions/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-objectives/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-objectives/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-the-educators-portal-background/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-the-educators-portal-background/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-vocabulary/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-vocabulary/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-activities/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-activities/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-assessments/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal-assessments/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/relevance-in-education/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/developing-curriculum-based-education-programs-and-services-course-may-2017-1475332653/forum/topic/relevant-and-place-based-lesson-plans-on-the-educators-portal/#post-980572
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/developing-curriculum-based-education-programs-and-services-course-may-2017-1475332653/forum/topic/relevant-and-place-based-lesson-plans-on-the-educators-portal/#post-980572
https://www.edutopia.org/blogs/tag/place-based-learning
https://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/profdev/profdev185.shtml
http://promiseofplace.org/what-is-pbe/what-is-place-based-education
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Lesson Plan or Field Trip? 

It is important to create the appropriate asset in the Educators Portal to help teachers find the 

resources they need. There are many different teacher audiences in the Educators Portal. 

Teachers around the world can use the Educators Portal to find lesson plans to connect to 

curricular concepts. A teacher that is looking for lesson plans to use in their classroom is not 

looking for a field trip resource. More guidance about the difference between lesson plan assets 

and field trip assets can be found in the Digital Community resources. 

 

From the Digital Community guidance: 

“If you have materials that might seem like a lesson plan but MUST be done onsite at a park 

unit, they need to be categorized as “Field Trips” and not “Lesson Plans.” One of the defining 

characteristics of a Lesson Plan is that it can be done in the classroom without a park visit, so 

any materials that require a park visit will fall under “Field Trips.” 

 

Lesson Plan Asset Technical Guidance 

Employees who enter assets into the NPS Educators Portal should also consider Digital 

Community resources, including the Lesson Plan Guide. This is where educators and web 

authors can find technical guidance on entering lesson plan assets using the Content 

Management System (CMS). By working collaboratively, educators and web authors strengthen 

the Educators Portal by providing quality content in a convenient and organized source. 

  

https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/web-community/how-to/guides-manuals/guide-other-education-materials
https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/web-community/how-to/guides-manuals?pli=1#TOC-Education
https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/web-community/how-to/guides-manuals?pli=1#TOC-Education
https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/web-community/how-to/guides-manuals/guide-lesson-plans
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Creating Lesson Plan Assets for NPS Educators Portal: 

Accessibility and 508 Compliance 

 

The NPS has an obligation to make all published educational materials accessible to people of 

all abilities. We should intentionally design accessible lesson plans from the first stages of 

planning and development. This way, we can ensure everyone can access our lesson plans. 

Any lesson plan or activity added to the NPS Educators Portal, regardless of the format, must 

be Section 508 compliant. This includes any supplemental work that is uploaded. 

 

If your park educational content is not compliant, work with your web author to remove 

the files and deactivate the asset in the Educators Portal. There are many resources in the 

Common Learning Portal that you can use to help ensure you are following the law and creating 

user-friendly educational materials. For example, the Accessibility and Section 508 Working 

Group offers a space to ask questions and share resources about accessibility and Section 508. 

 

Resources 

● InsideNPS Digital Community Digital Accessibility Resources 

● Accessibility Program on the CLP 

● User Experience Impossible: The Line Between Accessibility and Usability 

● Section 508 Compliance for PDFs 

● Accessibility: A Quick-Start Guide for Word and Google Documents 

 

Learn more about the other components of the NPS Educators Portal. 

  

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/accessibility-and-section-508-working-group/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/accessibility-and-section-508-working-group/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/glossary/accessibility/
https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/web-community/resources/accessibility
https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/web-community/resources/accessibility
https://mylearning.nps.gov/program-areas/third-child-program-2/accessibility/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/program-areas/third-child-program-2/accessibility/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/user-experience-accessibility/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/user-experience-accessibility/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/section-508-compliance-for-pdfs/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/section-508-compliance-for-pdfs/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/508-compliance-a-quick-start-guide-on-making-your-word-and-google-docs-accessible/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/508-compliance-a-quick-start-guide-on-making-your-word-and-google-docs-accessible/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal/


6 

Creating Lesson Plan Assets for NPS Educators Portal: Essential 

Questions 

 

Lesson Plan Asset Components 

When managing lesson plan assets, there are required fields in order to submit your lesson 

plan. This section takes a dive into Essential Questions with a goal of helping you to create an 

effective lesson plan in the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

What is an Essential Question? 

Essential Questions (or big picture questions) help focus content on the crucial and important 

parts of a lesson. Good questions provoke thought and encourage students to think critically 

about the subject. For example, use the topic of desegregation at Little Rock Central High 

School in 1957, which was a historical event that involved many people and perspectives. 

Using Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site and the following ideas: 

● The selection of African Americans students to the all-white high school 

● The African American student experience attending the all-white high school 

● The lesson title “Taking a Stand in History” 

 

Here are a few possible essential questions: 

● How does who we are shape our family and community? 

● How did the nine African American students take a stand during desegregation of Little 

Rock Central High School in 1957? 

● How has desegregation of public schools shaped our communities? 

 

Some Examples from the NPS Educators Portal: 

 

From Fort Necessity National Battlefield’s Becoming a Leader lesson: 

How did Washington’s experience in the French and Indian War prepare him for his role as a 

military leader? 

 

From Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site’s Archeology and Magnetometry lesson 

How do archeologists use the study of space to understand life in the past? 

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/chsc/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/becoming-george-washington-unit-3.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/archeology-and-magnetometry.htm
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From Badlands National Park’s Bison Banquet lesson: 

What is a prairie food web? How does it provide energy for plants and animals to live and 

thrive? 

 

Resources for Crafting Essential Questions: 

● What Makes a Question Essential by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 

Development 

● What are Essential Questions by Leslie Owen Wilson, Ed. 

● Essential Questions by Jeffrey D. Wilhelm 

● All About Writing Essential Questions 

 

Reflection 

Brainstorm some essential questions related to your site that could be explored in classrooms. 

Share the questions in the Common Learning Portal, and help others craft essential questions. 

 

Additional Resources 

Learn more about the other components of the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

  

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/bison-banquet-badlands-lesson-plan.htm
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
https://thesecondprinciple.com/teaching-essentials/essential-questions/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/essential-questions/
https://www.robeson.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01000307/Centricity/Domain/3916/Writing%20Essential%20Questions.pdf
https://www.robeson.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01000307/Centricity/Domain/3916/Writing%20Essential%20Questions.pdf
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/developing-curriculum-based-education-programs-and-services-course-may-2017-1475332653/forum/topic/crafting-essential-questions-for-educators-portal-lesson-plans/#post-980615
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal/
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Creating Lesson Plan Assets for NPS Educators Portal: 

Objectives 

 

Lesson Plan Asset Components 

When managing lesson plan assets, there are required fields in order to submit your lesson 

plan. This section takes a dive into Learning Objectives to help you create an effective lesson 

plan in the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

What are Learning Objectives? 

Objectives inform students of the purpose of the lesson as well as what they can expect to learn 

by the end of the lesson or activity. Well written objectives have four essential elements: 

1. Objectives are student-oriented and place an emphasis on what students are expected 

to do versus what teachers will do. 

2. Objectives describe learning outcomes and avoid process phrases (i.e. students will 

practice facilitated dialogue) but rather include outcome language. 

3. Objectives are clear and understandable and has a clearly stated verb (i.e. create, 

construct, evaluate). 

4. Objectives are observable. Can you see the outcome? 

 

Learn more about the four essential elements using this resource developed by Oswego State 

University of New York. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

● Have I included the four essential elements? 

● Are my objectives clear and relevant? 

● What am I trying to have the students take away from this lesson? 

 

Example Objectives from the NPS Educators Portal 

 

From Death Valley National Park’s Landscape Stories Post Trip Activity: 

Students will be able to analyze a landscape and make conclusions about how it may have 

formed. 

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
http://www.oswego.edu/~hurley/BehavioralObjectives.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/landscape-stories-post-trip-activity.htm
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From Grand Teton National Park’s Mountain Weather lesson: 

Students will be able to use clouds as evidence in a weather prediction statement. 

 

From Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site’s Hidatsa Tribe Use of Prairie Plants 

lesson: 

Students will be able to name and describe how at least two native prairie plants could replace a 

common medicine or food item. 

 

Reflection 

Using the examples above, practice writing a complete objective using a clearly stated verb. 

Add your objective to our brainstorm list on the Common Learning Portal. 

 

Additional Resources 

● Tips for Writing Goals and Objectives 

● Bloom’s Taxonomy of Measurable Verbs 

● Writing Quality Learning Objectives by Duke University Faculty 

 

Learn more about the other components of the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

 

  

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/mountain-weather.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/use-of-prairie-plants.htm
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/developing-curriculum-based-education-programs-and-services-course-may-2017-1475332653/forum/topic/objectives-brainstorm-list-for-educator-portal-lesson-plans/#post-980629
https://www.wcasa.org/file_open.php?id=1032
https://www.wcasa.org/file_open.php?id=1032
https://www.utica.edu/academic/Assessment/new/Blooms%20Taxonomy%20-%20Best.pdf
https://www.utica.edu/academic/Assessment/new/Blooms%20Taxonomy%20-%20Best.pdf
https://assessment.trinity.duke.edu/sites/assessment.trinity.duke.edu/files/page-attachments/learning_objectives_park.pdf
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal/
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Creating Lesson Plan Assets for the Educators Portal: 

Background 

 

Lesson Plan Asset Components 

When managing lesson plan assets, there are required fields in order to submit your lesson 

plan. This section takes a dive into Background with a goal of helping you to create an effective 

lesson plan in the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

Crafting Background Information 

What information does the teacher need about the park unit in order to support student 

learning? 

 

The background information in your lesson plan helps bring your park to life within the context of 

the classroom curriculum. This section should succinctly describe the connections between the 

standard/concept and the park’s resources. Teacher background information should include the 

framework the teacher needs to successfully implement the lesson. 

 

Since teachers from across the world can access these lesson plans, teachers may not have 

first-hand experience or knowledge of your park unit. Comprehensive background information 

makes it easier for teachers to integrate the lesson into their classroom curriculum. Additionally, 

it equips teachers to answer common student questions about the park-specific content. 

 

Questions to consider when developing the background information section include: 

● How do the concepts, skills, and vocabulary connect to your park? 

● Why is your park an important example of these concepts, skills, and vocabulary? 

 

  

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
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Example from the NPS Educators Portal 

 

From Glacier Bay National Park’s Seals of Glacier Bay Lesson One: Flipper Feet: 

 

Pinnipeds, also known as fin-footed mammals, are a group of carnivorous marine mammals that 

include three families of mammals: seals, sea lions, and walrus. Two species of pinnipeds live in 

Glacier Bay: harbor seals and Steller sea lions. Since they are both pinnipeds, these two 

animals have many similarities, but they also have key differences. With a little observation it is 

easy to distinguish between the two species. Read more. 

 

Practice 

Using an existing lesson plan or an idea, succinctly describe the connection between the 

standard/concept with the park’s resources in 300 words or less. Share your draft background in 

the Common Learning Portal. 

 

Additional Resources 

Learn more about the other components of the NPS Educators Portal. 

  

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/seals-of-glacier-bay-lesson-one-flipper-feet.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/seals-of-glacier-bay-lesson-one-flipper-feet.htm
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/developing-curriculum-based-education-programs-and-services-course-may-2017-1475332653/forum/topic/lesson-plan-background-challenge-300-words-or-less/#post-980670
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/developing-curriculum-based-education-programs-and-services-course-may-2017-1475332653/forum/topic/lesson-plan-background-challenge-300-words-or-less/#post-980670
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal/
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Creating Lesson Plan Assets for NPS Educators Portal: 

Vocabulary 

 

Lesson Plan Asset Components 

When managing lesson plan assets, there are required fields in order to submit your lesson 

plan. This section focuses on the Vocabulary section with a goal of helping you to create an 

effective lesson plan in the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

Vocabulary 

This section should highlight any special words the teacher and students will focus on during the 

lesson, particularly if students are unfamiliar with the topic or if the words are challenging. These 

vocabulary words should be the most useful to the students for this particular lesson plan. Try to 

limit this section to no more than 10 vocabulary words. If more than 10 vocabulary words are 

necessary, the lesson plan may be too broad. 

 

A definition should be included with each word. When writing definitions, be sure to use grade-

appropriate language and sentence length. This section should only include the vocabulary 

terms and definitions. Methods for teachers to introduce new vocabulary should be included in 

the “Procedures” section. 

 

Learn more about the other components of the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

Examples from the NPS Educators Portal: 

● Statue of Liberty National Monument’s Interpreting a Symbol lesson 

● Cane River Creole National Historical Park’s Archeology and Animal Bones lesson 

● New Orleans Jazz National Historical Park’s In Search of Harmony lesson 

 

Resource: 

● HemingwayApp is a tool that can help assist with grade-appropriate language and word 

count. 

  

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal/
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/interpreting-symbol.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/archeology-and-animal-bones.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/talk-that-music-talk-lesson-5.htm
http://www.hemingwayapp.com/
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Creating Lesson Plan Assets for NPS Educators Portal: Activities 

and Other Details 

 

Lesson Plan Asset Components 

When managing lesson plan assets, there are required fields in order to submit your lesson 

plan. This section takes a dive into Activities and other details with a goal of helping you to 

create an effective lesson plan in the NPS Educators Portal. This section includes the lesson 

hook, activities, conclusion, and crafting a good title. 

 

Lesson Hook or Preview 

Lesson hooks, also known as anticipatory sets, encourage students to focus and start to make 

connections between past experiences to current learning. What activity, video, song, or other 

experience could get the students excited about the lesson and thinking about the topic? Is 

there a way to make the lesson important to their lives or link the lesson content to what they 

already know? Lesson hooks are short yet powerful. As students explore concepts throughout 

the lesson, the teacher can reference back to the hook to make connections to prior learning. 

Resources for Lesson Hooks 

● Know Your Terms: Anticipatory Set from Cult of Pedagogy 

● 5 Simple Anticipatory Sets That Make a Big Difference from Teachers Pay Teachers 

● Anticipatory Set from Westside Community Schools 

 

Activities 

Activities are an integral part of creating an effective lesson plan because they engage students 

in their education, as opposed to passively taking notes. Activities have the ability to increase 

student attention and focus, motivate students to practice higher-level critical thinking skills, and 

promote meaningful learning experiences. 

 

Activities may also build upon one another. Succinct lesson plans help teachers find the 

activities that best meet the standards addressed in their unit. If a lesson plan has multiple 

activities, consider breaking up the activities into multiple lesson plans and creating a unit of 

lesson plans. Each lesson plan in the unit could include links to the other lesson plans in the 

“Related Lessons or Educational Materials” section. 

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/anticipatory-set/
https://blog.teacherspayteachers.com/5-simple-anticipatory-sets-that-make-a-big-difference/
https://professionallearning.westside66.org/anticipatory-set/
https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/web-community/how-to/guides-manuals/guide-lesson-plans#TOC-Anatomy-of-a-Lesson-Plan-Detailed-Instructions-
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Any activity should reinforce the learning outcome and help with reaching stated goals. Activities 

should expand student learning and allow them to use skill sets not used during the discussion 

or other portion of the lesson. Below are a few resources for different learning styles that should 

be used when creating engaging activities for students. 

 

Be considerate of physical materials when developing activities for lesson plans in the 

Educators Portal. Ideal lesson plans use materials the teachers already have available. If a 

lesson requires specialized materials, teachers are less likely to conduct the lesson. 

 

Resources for Active Learning 

● Multiple Intelligences: What Does the Research Say? from Edutopia (July 20, 2016) 

● Examples of Active Learning Activities by Teaching and Learning in Higher Education 

● Active Learning Activities by Centre for Teaching Excellence 

 

Wrapping Up Your Lesson Plan 

This part of any lesson plan is often glossed over, or skipped, due to lack of time or lack of 

understanding its importance. The conclusion of a lesson is very important because it gives the 

teacher time to ensure the students understand what was discussed. Additionally, it provides an 

opportunity to rephrase information that may have been misunderstood during the lesson. 

Repetition (within reason) is one of the most effective ways of learning new information, and this 

is a built-in way to provide it. 

 

Conclusions can go beyond a brief popcorn discussion of takeaways from the lesson. The 

following resources provide suggestions for activities to make the wrap-up more interesting for 

everyone involved. 

Resources for Improving Conclusions 

● 22 Powerful Closure Activities by Todd Finley in Edutopia (December 15, 2015) 

● 7 Best Ways to End a Lesson by BusyTeacher.org 

 

  

https://www.edutopia.org/multiple-intelligences-research
http://www.queensu.ca/teachingandlearning/modules/active/12_exmples_of_active_learning_activities.html
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/teaching-resources/teaching-tips/developing-assignments/assignment-design/active-learning-activities
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/22-powerful-closure-activities-todd-finley
https://busyteacher.org/3370-7-best-ways-to-end-a-lesson.html
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Crafting a Good Title 

The lesson plan title should predict the main idea or activity in the lesson and illustrate its 

connection to the park. Teachers will be scrolling through many lesson plans in the Educators 

Portal. Make the lesson plan title unique to your site. Additionally, the title should indicate the 

focus of the lesson plan. Avoid overusing common lesson plan titles that include phrases like 

“Scavenger Hunt,” “Rock Types,” or “Life in the 1800’s.” 

 

Example titles: 

● Should the Dams on the Elwha be Removed? A Classroom Debate 

● The Liberty Bell as a Symbol for Civil Rights 

● The Changing World of the Shenandoah Salamander 

● The Geometric Artistry of Mesa Verde Pottery 

 

Additional Resources 

Learn more about the other components of the NPS Educators Portal and continue the 

conversation on the Common Learning Portal. 

 

  

https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/developing-curriculum-based-education-programs-and-services-course-may-2017-1475332653/forum/topic/relevant-and-place-based-lesson-plans-on-the-educators-portal/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/groups/developing-curriculum-based-education-programs-and-services-course-may-2017-1475332653/forum/topic/relevant-and-place-based-lesson-plans-on-the-educators-portal/
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Creating Lesson Plan Assets for NPS Educators Portal: 

Assessments 

 

Lesson Plan Asset Components 

When managing lesson plan assets, there are required fields in order to submit your lesson 

plan. This section takes a dive into Assessments with a goal of helping you to create an 

effective lesson plan in the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

Assessments 

Designing education opportunities to measure and ensure student learning is occurring is 

essential, and it does not necessarily have to be a test or quiz. There are many ways in which 

you can create these opportunities; they could take the form of a debate, a mock trial, facilitated 

dialogue, a lab, or even a presentation. While the assessment is a separate section in the 

lesson plan asset, the assessment can take place as part of the activity. The examples listed 

below illustrate different ways to integrate assessments into an activity. 

 

Consider keeping a print-out of Bloom’s Taxonomy (a classification model of educational 

learning objectives) on hand when developing and evaluating a lesson. A verb like “classify” 

could be used in a scientific lesson in order to determine what animal kingdom an organism 

would fall under (i.e. invertebrates are a species which has no spine). Additionally, a verb like 

“devise” for an assessment could be used to ask students to create a new plan to desegregate 

schools in the school district. 

 

Examples from the NPS Educators Portal: 

● Tumacácori National Historical Park’s The Blame Game lesson 

● Death Valley National Park’s Landscape Stories Post Trip Activity 

● Valley Forge National Historical Park’s The March In lesson 

 

Resources: 

● Bloom’s Taxonomy for Measurable Verbs 

● 22 Powerful Closure Activities by Todd Finley 

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/pima-rebellion-of-1751.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/landscape-stories-post-trip-activity.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/landscape-stories-post-trip-activity.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/marin.htm
https://www.utica.edu/academic/Assessment/new/Blooms%20Taxonomy%20-%20Best.pdf
https://www.utica.edu/academic/Assessment/new/Blooms%20Taxonomy%20-%20Best.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/22-powerful-closure-activities-todd-finley


17 

● Using Graphic Organizers as Formative Assessment from National Science Teachers 

Association 

● Exit Tickets for Checking Understanding from Edutopia 

  

Learn more about the other components of the NPS Educators Portal. 

 

 

http://www.nsta.org/publications/news/story.aspx?id=53173
https://www.edutopia.org/practice/exit-tickets-checking-understanding
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal/
https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/creating-lesson-plan-assets-for-nps-educators-portal/

