Division of Refuge Law Enforcement – Cultural Resource Monitoring Program (DRLE-CRMP) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Background: Developed 2017-2019, the DRLE-CRMP is a cultural resource monitoring program that allows FWOs to actively monitor cultural sites on the ground on an annual or cyclical basis to help with detection and prevention of looting. As of August 2020 the program has been initiated on 5 western refuges with plans to expand further.
Resources needed to establish a monitoring program:
· Shape files of the resource sites so that georeferenced Avenza maps can be created. Typically found in the regional cultural resources data bases. Not all areas will have these, which limits where this program can be initiated on.
· An archaeologist or cultural resources employee with access to the shape files and the ability to create ArcGIS maps, collect the field data and be able to answer questions from the participating Officer.
· An Officer able to navigate using Avenza maps and be willing to perform on the ground disturbance monitoring. No specialized training or knowledge is required other than the ability to observe for disturbances. An advanced ARPA class is recommended but not required before the officer begins the program.
Benefits of having the program in place:
· Cultural resource sites are monitored for disturbance on an annual or cyclical basis.
· FWO will get a LEMIS (reporting) stat for each site visited.
· Takes the Officer to parts of their patrol area they may not typically get to, which can lead to unexpected discovery of other LE incidents that may have otherwise gone undetected.
· Ability to discover and initially document the existence of new sites by the Officer for further research by the cultural resources division.
· Tribal relations typically are improved once the program has been established.
Implementation of a program (FWS specific but would be typical across agencies):
· Once an area requests the program, a review of the relevant data bases is conducted to ensure the required data is available. If sufficient data is available then maps are created by the cultural resources division.
· A 1-2 day field training of the FWO by an existing DRLE-CRMP participating FWO consisting of: 
· How to navigate with Avenza Maps.
· Understanding the site description list and how it correlates to the maps.
· Understanding Site types and what to look for with each.
· The SOPs for documenting the site to include:
· The site form
· The needed photos and labeling of photos
· Information sorting on iPhone/iPad
· Data storage
· Reporting of gathered information
· Overall security of data.
· LEMIS reporting of the site visits. There is now a LEMIS entry under “Non-criminal” that allows a LEMIS entry for each site visited. A review of what and what not is to be included in the LEMIS report.

For more in depth information or inquiries please contact either:

Senior Federal Wildlife Officer			FWS Archaeologist
John Megan					Carla Burnside
Malheur, Sheldon and Hart Mt NWRs			Eastern Washington Field Office
John_megan@fws.gov				Carla_burnside@fws.gov
541-589-0546 cell					509-893-8007 office

