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Interpreting Climate Change –Project Planning Worksheet


Use this worksheet to think through the steps of creating an interpretive program or product about climate change. These steps are not necessarily linear – but for the purposes of learning, try to think about them in the order they are presented. Amend and hone your ideas as you go along, so that by the end of this practice experience, you have a useful plan.

Step 1 – Tangible Resources and Site Connections to Climate Change 
Make a list of everything at your site that has a link to climate change – tangible resources, stories, topics, park goals, research, facilities, etc. Think broadly. This is your starter list for climate change causes, impacts and other connections at your site. 




Step 2 – Collaborators and References
Start a list of people and references to potentially aid you in the development of your interpretive product. Add to this list as new sources emerge. 




Step 3 – Site Significance
Brainstorm and list the ways in which climate change has broad social significance related to your site – such as resource impacts, impacts to visitor experience, impacts to public perception, historical or scientific context, and/or in providing access to primary park themes or management goals. What is lost – or gained – at your site because of climate change?




Step 4 --Potential Audiences 
Think about and list your potential audiences for climate change interpretation -- both existing audiences and possible underserved or outreach audiences. 




Step 5 – Audience Relevance
Explore and list the ways for your potential audiences to find personal relevance with the issue of climate change at your site. Why might they be interested? How does the climate change story relate to their personal interests and experiences? Identify the “so what” -- why should they care on a personal level? How might you use frames to help reveal relevance?






Step 6 – Potential Venues
How could climate change fit into existing interpretive services at your site? Are there programs where you could include a climate change story or inference? How could you talk about climate change without using those words? Could you develop a stand-alone climate change program at your site? 




Step 7 -- Select a Topic, Venue and Primary Audience
Use your ideas from Steps 1-6 to decide on a specific topic and product you will develop for a specific audience. Apply Steps 8-11 to the development of this product.




Step 8 – Goals 
How will your project link to park management and interpretive goals? What visitor experience goals might be important? How could your product help build capacity for civic skills (i.e. model or provide opportunities for respectful dialogue or understanding of multiple perspectives)?




Step 9 -- Interpretive Theme (or Theme Question)
Based on all of your thinking above, begin to craft an interpretive theme. Be sure to include an aspect of audience relevance (“so what”) as a part of your theme. Is there an appropriate frame you might include?




Step 10 -- Appropriate Techniques
Begin thinking about interpretive methods, techniques, content and structure. Be sure to include a variety of techniques that facilitate audience involvement and discovery, and incorporate at least one opportunity for reflection, expression or conversation. How will you encourage empowerment through hope and action?




Step 11 -- Evaluation and Feedback Strategies
Identify at least two ways that you will seek and incorporate feedback. You can begin by showing this plan to your supervisor or a colleague.
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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